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scandal fo

By Tom Groening

BELFAST — Imagine Armerica
nnfetterad hy a natioral debt, hecansa
the private banking system is prohibited
from making high-interest loans to the
government.

Imagine a country where lawyers do
not have preeminence in governmental
and judicial circles, and courts are
speedy executors of justice, for the rich
and the poor alike.

Imagine a truly egalitarian people,
whose guiding principles are enshrined
in a Constitution that guarantees no
group will be exalted over another.

David Dodge and Tom Dunn don’t
have to imagine — they’ve found it. Or
at Jeast a piece of it.

“I’ve always been interested in puz-
zles,” says Dodge, who hails from
Florida, though he has ties to Maine. He

(Turn To SCANDAL, page A4)
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SCANDAL

Coatineed from page Al

snd Deon, 3 retired polics bavesd-
gxor from Baltimore who bes et
tled ia Winglow, discovered whst
they ore convinced ls the key ©
malocking America’s greaza po¥s.
ical scendal, foond in the Belfast
Free LBrery in 1983 — viich in
compavison would maks Weserprs
ook Eece 8 politicisn ce=giy pilfes-
ing prper ciips.

Dodge wod Dome wers eondlngt-
ing » Mimorical mvestigetion {nwn
snother governmental s when
they came across 2 copy of the
United Staies Coastitetion, pub-
kished im 1825, The IRxery eoill bas
the docrment in its FEre books eeor-
2ge srea, 8 “pomphiet” of shomt 4
inches by 7 inches, its bord wooden

From furtber reseerch, & (20
een ford thes the pewly comvened
sale fegidemre (Maive became 8
szie in 1820) had commicxioned
the peblicesion of 10,000 of these

which corein the wexIi
of boeh the sr2te and US. Cometite-
tions, shong with the Decleretion of
ledependence, soparestly foreee in
schools,

As they {lipped twonsh the v
lowed, stifl pages of the soction
that conisined the US, Constite-
tion, they wave aroonded o God 8
. 13th emendment Remember, our
history books wll v et the 138
amesdment wag the oas which
freed the slaves after the Givil Wex,

kore ssionishing sll, gy tes
teo, s the conent of the smend.
meet, and its ramificsalions for
moden America,

THE AMENDMENT
Ia e lixary's circa 1825 pea-

solet, 2o in Over 40 ebeaguernty dis-

corvesed Conmtisosions] pobiications is
17 Glleree mmeeg covering 8 pexiod
B 10 185, the pmendmex made

“U ezy cltizea of ths United
Steers shall scoepe, clsim | seceive,
or remin aay titls of pobility or

koo, or shall, withowm the com- -

seat of Congress, acespt and
petia gmy present, peasion, ofics,

or exolmaenl of rvy kind whesev

er, frem any emperor, kine,
prince, or foreign power, cech 8
pereon shall coazs ©0 be g clzizen
of the United States, zod shell bs
izcapable of bolding emy offics of
trust or profit ender them, er
either of them.”

The words sesm lamocecss
extugh, mnd slemost seif-evidest, &8
G seeding. Bot Dodgs end Dema
expiz the emendenent i hissoti-
cal cosiext, which ey delieve
aceomnts fov it eltimansly bsing
reoved ia 1859 i o mortial lsw

When the muon wes fomeded, aad most politically powerful edng corexin men from establishing

ey were @il boyal 0 Be oo
of England, or © buriness interess
s Ecrope. Thz exly government
e=d i poople rmreggied over these

The eleczin of 1800 wes 8 =d-
erendom ca tt philosophicel end
eccnomic eoaficl, they g3y, 23 e
Pedemlins, or Terics, were seept
o of office. Bromas Jeffervon eod
the Democra-Republicans took
control, sad mhered in 8 2o e,
freer from e dees treppings of e
O4d Worid,

The early days of the matiom
were Er from harmonicm, Dodge
e2d Dunn a9y, gad cite soch famil-
f=x hisory books references ms the
Alien pad Sedition Ast of 1798,
the Whiskey Rebellica, ead the
Jay Treaty which seat 600,000

'M.mn&;i-dhw

Soparatong, .
‘Of the lsner, Dues says the

' gemy wes rxified in gocret session,

gad “The pecpie almost rom @ ia
voll again ® He expisios £t the
peopie felt 8y bed besn besrayed
by the Federalins, -
Presideses Jefferson, Madison,
Béonroe end Jeckeon prezided over
wbat Dodge ead Dunn chareceer.
iz 23 the fowering of Amsicea
éemocracy. Bot early ia thoss
years, Coagress spparestly
became concerped that the Fedex-
alist interests counld again take
Bold of the govarnment 2nd ipmtall

what Dodge sad Dena say is 8 -

society besed o pivilege, snd 20
8 Conmitntioas] amendment was

The lllh: emendment was
draficd in 1810, and, 23 was the

~process ai that time, sanl 10-

state Jegislatares 1o satify.
Dodge aad Dena bave evideacs
that 12 of the pecsssary 13
states ratified the ameadmeal.

Bet fote, in the form of ths War |

ef 1812, lmservened. .
Oe2 of the xrgodies of st v

. wes that ©e Lidery of Congres,

ead io foct momt of Weshingics,

W bunad by the Briddh, bovieg _ OP
" tha povermmex vidiot iy of =L pointer imeorrecily sommad e
kny docmmems. Dodgs e=d Dema |
* gy the govermment bed © esee-

eially recvesse ieell om peper, fol-
fowing &2 v, N

Ia 1818 in tho ptermesth of the
war, Coanecticnt aad Virginia,
geates which hed not atified the
smeadsmest, requenied i wrlting
the status of ths emeadment.
Acoerding © e =, Viga's
legiclators was prepasred 0o Pt the
emendment o the Conmimsion
by resifyiag it bt vented 0 wait

;e ol the time, wes schedoled ©
secodifly and repriat its laws and
docnmenss.

The cther steea agreed © walt,
ey Dodge eod Dumm.

CONFUSION . °

-

What heppened pext is where

" Dogdge ond Dunn and the remt of .

America’s historians part ways.
The two sea say Virginis did
fodesd ratify the amendment ea
March 12, 1819, thes making it
p= of e US. Constiztion. They .
rodoce evidence which was lsbo-
riomaly epeanthed in Virginia stace
oo,

“It eook = five wips © Rick-
eond, Virginia, £ gt the criginel
legisieson,” Doxdge sy

Asd evea more compelling,
they produce document after doco-
@eal — over 40 ia all — whers
. the 13th emendment has been
_ peizeed 23 pan of the Constimtion,
The Belfaxt 182 find was the frst,
which led the mea 1o officially |
kizk off 2n snnouncement beve,
thoagh thsy have begus 10 -

others in ths medis end
bave spoken oa radio talk shows
grovnd the coenTy.

The find wms covered in m ani-
cle in AntiSkyser magzine. a pub-
lication devoled to “a critical
exsrninetion of the American legal
symem.” seoording © I3 SOV,

Sioce e pobbicity began, ey .
es=d hismorical resesrchers all over
the country have either locsted
peizeed versoes of the smendment,
* ez pt Dodgo aad Donn ca e =l
where they bave trned them v,
o Thom Gads bave come from =
& fzewwy places &3 Texas aad Col-
_exado, £ad £pea the period from .
.- 1819 © 1869 — e24 contizne ©
. gizkle b plmest weekly, s
Thos et ixdieed 1o sccept Dodgs
. g=d Domn's view — who inciode Sen.
George Mixhell (D-Malne), with
whom oy ks axesponded oa e
- Gaatey — guy the Belfsxt find Is .
. typographical exee, made whea &

eemexcienees bad been pifed.
Dodge b Dbk reTils Bar!
fogically beer find. The smad mkes
T by fedenal officials on the maner,
- incinding gechivisa ot e Liwey
of Comgress i Washingwon, pomts
out what they claim is the scan-
daloss natmre of e sags of the
13th pmcndoennt. .

THE MEANING - -+ -
 Accordieg © the two @en, ths

themselves as a kind of nobility i
Americs, ia both political snd busi-
pess menss, Those most tweatened
by the Isnguage of the 13th were
lawyers, snd bmer, bankenn. Dodge
asd Duaa poiat oat dozcas of
exampies of the eaueachment of
those professions in our govern-
met aad society.

Lswyen, they point ost, domei-
pate Congress. Oaly lawyers can
become jedges 2ad dismict suor-
peys, which was sot always the
223 in this couemry, they clnim. In
o early decades of the 19 cennu-
ry, commoa law was the rule.
Whea two parties disagreed oa
civil maners, they wosld find a
fedge, get a jury, and setile the
@eer,

“Thoy bave =t thermselves wp a8
8 clams gbovs everyose clee,” mys
Desn,

Todsy's Edgions society, where
poople peed awyers o represent
them throogh a difficalt © eader-
sund coon symem, is 8 Esnifese-
tion of the demiss of the 13th
smcadment, sy e Be0.

They comacct the reference ©
rotaining “amy titke of achiliry” ia
the amesdment o0 the title of
“eaquire” which many hwyers w2,
evem oday. The term is kaced

ere i8 a conflict of inerest by inwer-
preting lvws in coun which they a8
np@mwhu

making.

“A lawyer sells kis allegiance
for money,® Dodge charges. The
two recise 8 fortber litsay of soci-
ezl {lis they blams on the place
Iswyers hold in our society. The
disproportioasie mumber of
Iawyers in this cownty compered

© others in the world, a samber-

which keeps growing, they my is
fariber proof of 8 comnry which
streyed from ks truly deseocratic

im=palses,

Dodgs end Deen sy if @s 1300
gmradment were in affect wdxy, =0
tacosaable asinda of Coaslita-
ticeal would be made
againg the sebils but infloential
tsverzge lrwyon conerel. !

The mea similariy trace the
sstablishment of the Federal

governmen: joans plike — w0 the
13th emendment. The Reserve
Baak'— s earlier verzion of
which bed boen vetoed by Presi-
éent Andrew Jackson — was £TC-

Dodge sad Dz cla
Is closely ted © Earopx
relesonship that wonlt
den by the smendmen:
© “anclumen .. fom
o, king_®

Emolomen: is defiz
®mer's a3 “one who gai
edveage ®

They {ariber elsh
mation's S&L crisis «
been prevenied if e |
e==at hed been iz effes
the modern basking
“ezxy,” the 182 conn
€T sotion that lendin)
imseres wes 8 B

And ss further pr
mpecy the amendmend
was in effect, they po
they call the American .
of the 18208, "30s, "4
te time of Exerem &
when wholisic aad o
an thought dominate
ey ay.

GONE
The 13t emendme

. teriously removed is |

chaouc days followit
War, Liscola’s ass
Asdrew Johnson's ig
bearings, and tbe coe
calied Radical Repabli
the 3k Coogress, =)
Dunn.

The men are clos
sy, o the paper Tal
show its illegal rep
cover-ap which follow
ey have hard evide
eaces 0 the 13th am
fecieral archives being
deleted.

They have receatl
Miirchell a lecer demns

They also say
group may soos mak
wmitional court chalk
Midwest based o¢
ameadment over b
sioa of farms.’
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